
 

 

         WELCOME TO IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - ST. MARY’S 

         Parish Office hours:  Mon., Tues., Thurs., & Friday  8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
         Visit us on the web at www.stmaryflorence.org 

                      Live the Gospel!  Whatever it Takes… 
 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 166, Florence, WI  54121 St. Mary’s  Pastor:  Fr. Soja Joseph 
Street Address:  308 Florence Ave., Florence, WI  E-mail:  frsojan@gmail.com 
Parish Office Telephone:  (715) 528-3310   Fr. Soja’s Phone:  (920) 445-4564 
Parish Secretaries: Jean Fornetti & Donna Phillips  Religious Education Facilitator:  Carolyn Lemanski   
Parish e-mail:  stmary@borderlandnet.net    Carolyn’s Phone:  (715) 528-3008 
St Vincent DePaul:  (715) 528-2030    Email:  lemanski_mom@hotmail.com 

 

 

Friends,  we can will and work our bodies into 

perfect fitness. We can find success in whatever 

we wish if we are passionate enough and just 

work hard enough. But St. Paul says, “Brothers 

and sisters: You are not in the flesh; on the con-

trary, you are in the spirit, if only the Spirit of 

God dwells in you”.  Give up our wills to be 

yoked? In our minds, this sounds equivalent to being in bondage, 

to giving up our freedom. And besides, we’re told that if we 

yoke ourselves to Christ, we might have to carry a cross, and 

that doesn’t sound fun.  While the scripture invites us to seek 

God’s will in our life the world and its values inspire us to pur-

sue our own desire.   

But here is the dilemma friends: We’re almost always in bond-

age to something, yoked to something—to other people’s opin-

ions, the pursuit of money, maintaining a certain image, the be-

lief that we’re owed what we desire, to addiction to any number 

of things, to overindulgence on AI and social media, a person or 

group, to some old hurt, or even some old hope. We humans are 

idol factories. None of us move through the world perfectly 

freely.  However, Jesus calls us for a true and radical experience 

of a life in freedom.    

Jesus is telling the truth. Compared to the burden of chasing af-

ter whatever our fickle hearts desire, his way is easy, his burden 

is light. We might be led on paths not otherwise encountered, 

some marvelous, some rocky and hard, but either way God re-

mains with us. When we are yoked to God, it means God is 

yoked to us. We have the God of heaven and earth walking with 

us, and this changes everything. This means no matter what 

comes our way, we are not alone, and God’s love envelopes us 

and protects our spirit.  Of course, being yoked to God only 

makes sense inside of God’s love, knowing and trusting that 

God’s will for us is nothing but love. And if our heart is packed 

with hurt or fear, it can take some effort to open it to such a 

powerful love.  He needs your permission to have access to your 

heart; He respects your freedom; He doesn’t impose His grace 

on you. Does Jesus’s words matter to you? It’s an open invita-

tion: Come to me, and I will give you rest.  

      Fr. Soja 

 

Fr. Soja will be gone next weekend to participate in his Mis-
sionary Cooperation Plan (MCP) Appeal.  Fr. Peter Fosu will 
be our celebrant. 

St. Mary’S welcoMeS you to  
The Fourteenth Sunday in ordinary 

time 
 

Computer Update:  Thank you for your patience while the office 

computer systems were down.  Hopefully, this bulletin mentions 

most of the missing information from the past two weeks.  Comput-

ers are great, when they are working! 

Our Deepest Condolences to the family and friends 

of Paul R. Kowalkowski, 58, beloved brother of Car-

olyn Lemanski, who passed away on Monday, June 

22, 2026, at Marshfield Medical Center-Dickinson.  

May we continue to keep Paul and  his family in lov-

ing prayer during this difficult time. 

Visitation will be from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m., on Friday, July 

10, 2026, at St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Church, Armstrong 

Creek, WI.  A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11:00 a.m., 

on Friday at the church with Rev. Fr. Joseph Soja officiating.  Buri-

al will take place at Pine Hill Cemetery, Armstrong Creek, WI. 

Grant eternal life to our brother, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 

upon him.  Let the angels welcome him into Paradise and help us com-

fort each other with the assurance of our faith.  May he rest in peace.  

Thank You:  St. Vincent de Paul of Florence would like to thank 

everyone who participated in their recent food drive. Your generous 

donations continue to help those in need! 

Little Sisters of Saint Francis: Sister Kinigonda and Sister Helen 

would like to thank St. Mary’s for the warm welcome, hospitality, 

and generous donations totaling $1,593.00 to the Little Sisters of 

Saint Francis. The contributions will be used to change the lives of 

teenage mothers in Bungoma, Kenya.  May God bless you so very 

much! 

Precious Blood of Jesus:  The month of July is dedicated to the 

Precious Blood of Jesus. The feast of the Precious Blood of our 

Lord was instituted in 1849 by Pius IX, but the devotion is as old as 

Christianity. The early Fathers say that the Church was born from 

the pierced side of Christ, and that the sacraments were brought 

forth through His Blood. 

Happy 4th of July!  As we celebrate our nation’s independence 

with our family and friends, let us thank God for the many bless-

ings of liberty!  Let us pray for our country and ask God to guide 

our leaders.  May God Bless America!!! 

 

 

Jacobs-Lundholm 

Funeral Home &  

Crematory 

Perry J. Jacobs 

715-528-3241 

 

G & G FOREST PRODUCTS 

Lance Glime 

 
5274 Turtle Creek Rd 
Florence, WI  54121 

(906) 250-6642  
e-mail:  GGForestProducts@gmail.com 

 

El Capitan 
—SUPPER CLUB— 

Italian cuisine—steaks—seafood 

699 US Hwy 2, Spread Eagle, WI 

P 715-696-3493 

www.elcapitansupperclub.com 

                                    Check out what                                            

                                   FORMED online 

                                   has available.  

To register, simply go to stmaryflo-
rence.formed.org and choose Immac- 
ulate Conception, Florence to open 
your account. 

06/27 Sat. Coll. 

06/28 Sun. Coll. 

 

Loose….$36.00 

Loose...$454.00 

 

Envelope........$210.00 

Envelope…....$330.00 

 

Total…....$246.00 

Total........$784.00 

 

Building Fund….. ………...$25.00 Electronic..$1,600.00 Misc. …..$260.00  

                 Total.....$1,885.00 

  Total  Collections:              $2,915.00 

Budget: $1,800.00  2025:           $2,392.00               

Knights of Columbus 
 

Local Council#2847 meets the 2nd  

Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 

St. Anthony’s Parish Hall in Niagara. 

For more information contact: 

Larry Neuens at 715-589-3379. 

Lead with faith ~ Protect your family ~ Serve others ~ Defend your values 

Weekday Masses and Intentions 
  
Tuesday 07/07 5:30 p.m. + Frank “Skip” Bilsky 
 Offered by Dorothy Vayda 

 
Thursday 07/09  4:30 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
               
Friday 07/10 8:30 a.m. + Janet and Ed Kelley 
    Offered by Bob, Mary and Tommy Podnar 
 

Weekend Masses and Intentions  
 

Saturday 07/11 6:00 p.m. + Vance Freeberg & Jim 
             Johnson   
            Offered by Frances Freeberg Johnson 
 

Sunday 07/12 8:30 a.m. + Gene Vanden Heuvel 
          Offered by Vanden Heuvel Family 
 

          + Deceased, Tg. Thanksgiving     

 Confession available 30 minutes before all masses. 

 
Weekend Ministry Schedule  
  

Saturday, 07/11 

Sacristan - Clara McLain 

Eucharistic Minister - Clara McLain 

Lector - Volunteer Needed 

Lead Usher - Volunteer Needed 

 
Sunday,  07/12 
Sacristan - Al & MaryKay Williams 

Eucharistic Ministers - Al Williams 

Lector - Carolyn Lemanski 

Lead Usher - Mike Lemanski 

Money Counters - Jay and Lori Glime 

 

 

Previous Collections 

06/20 Sat. Coll.       Loose...$192.00     Envelope……$715.00  Total......$907.00 

06/21 Sun. Coll.      Loose..$393.00     Envelope……$815.00  Total....$1,208.00 

      Pizza Sale…$1,316.00   Total…$3,431.00 

Budget:                    $1,800.00             2025:           $1,154.00 

06/13 Sat. Coll.       Loose....$31.00     Envelope…..…$70.00  Total.......$101.00 

06/14 Sun. Coll.      Loose..$312.00     Envelope……$695.00  Total....$1,007.00 

                                      Total…$1,108.00 

Budget:                    $1,800.00             2025:           $1,468.00 

MCP Appeal:  Thank you to everyone who recently supported Fr. Jude’s Mis-

sionary Cooperation Plan Appeal.  St. Mary’s collected $1,351.00.  Your gifts 

will directly fund the vital work of missionaries around the world.  May God 

bless your continued stewardship and abundant generosity! 

 

.              

              Our Current Bishop’s Appeal Total     

            $8,875.00                               

 Our 2026 Bishop’s Appeal Goal: 

            $8,880.00 

             Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
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