Congregation of the Immaculate Conception – St. Mary’s 
Pastoral  Council Minutes
 Thursday, February 27, 2025 @ 6:00pm

The pastoral council will work collaboratively with pastoral leadership to prayerfully address the pastoral needs of our parish, so all may grow in faith, hope and love.


Present:  Fr. Soja
		      Bill DeGroot, Chairman
               Derek Parker, Vice Chairman
               Karen Harrison, Secretary 
 Kathy Fabry, Trustee  
               Bob Podnar, member
               Tom Williams, member
Absent:   Dennis Podnar, member
Guest:     Donna Phillips
               	      
1. Lectio Divina led by Kathy Fabry.   Opening Prayer: Father Soja, 
 	1st Reading: Derek Parker, 2nd Reading: Kathy Fabry
The council discussed and reflected on reading Luke 6:39-45.                                    The council recited the Lord’s Prayer.
 Closing Prayer: Kathy Fabry.

2. Approval of Minutes from the last meeting on December 17, 2024
  (see attached) Motion: Kathy Fabry.  2nd Derek Parker.
     All in Favor, Motion Carried.

3. Replacement of Members
Donna Phillips was invited to attend the meeting for her to have the opportunity to participate in a Parish Council meeting. This is an opportunity for her to consider becoming a member to fill a vacancy on the council.

4. Review Finance Council Meeting Minutes of January 16, 2025 (see the attached).
The council discussed the decrease in mass intention after the  Diocese raised the cost from $10.00 to $20.00.  St. Mary’s has now reduced the cost back down to $10.00 in the hope of increasing the mass intentions.  The council discussed reannouncing it in the announcements about the cost reduction and placing it in the bulletin.  The council had no other comments on the Finance Council minutes.

5. Old Business
a. Koinonia Retreat to be held May 30th – June 1st.
Larry Neuens had a Koinonia Retreat Invitation along with a detailed description of the retreat in the bulletin.  Larry plans on speaking at all the parishes involved at a future date.  The council discussed reposting Larry’s retreat description in the bulletin.

b. Locking doors after Mass has started in some area parishes.

The council discussed this in detail. At this point in time there has been no direction given from the Diocese.  The council decided against the locking of the doors after mass started at this time.

c. Silence signs in the entryway.

The intention of the silence signs in the entryway was to encourage silence during the praying of the rosary after mass.

The council discussed continuing to announce to leave mass silently during the praying of the rosary.

The council discussed the importance of courtesy in keeping a reverent silent atmosphere in the church. Church buildings are meant to be sacred spaces in the presence of God.  At the end of mass after dismissal it may be important to extend their time of thanksgiving to others after receiving the Eucharist.  Father Soja feels it is important to keep the signs up.  Council members recognize the importance of both. 

6. New Business
a. Ash Wednesday and Holy Week Mass Schedule (2nd page) 
The council reviewed Holy Week Mass Schedule. There were no comments.
b. Jubilee Year Pilgrimage
Father Soja spoke on the Jubilee Year 2025 “Pilgrims of Hope”.  There was an insert in the bulletin on the Jubilee Year.
St. Mary’s and Father’s two other parishes could consider taking a bus to the Lady of Champion’s Shrine during the month of October.

7. Council Comments

The council thanked Donna Phillips again for attending and hope she will seriously consider filling the parish council vacancy.

8. Items to Add to the Next Pastoral Council Agenda

     	Nothing currently.

9. Next Meeting Date: Thursday, April 24th at 6:00 p.m.

   10. Prayer: Father Soja

   11. Motion to Adjourn: Motion made by Bob Podnar.  2nd Kathy Fabry.   
                  All in Favor.  Motion Carried.

   12. Meeting Ended: 6:45 p.m.

